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SUBJECT: BOMBING OF PERUVIAN CONSULATE IN PUERTO RICO 
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1 . REQUEST EMBASSY TRANSMIT NOTE ALONG EOLLOWING LINES 

TO FOREIGN MINISTRY IN WHATEVER MANNER YOU JUDGE APPROPRIATE 

2. "THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA HAS THE 
HONOR TO REFER TO THE MEMORANDUM OF JUNE 4, 1975 OF THE 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN RELATIONS OE PERU CONCERNING DAMAGE 
TO THE RESIDENCE OE AN HONORARY CONSUL OF PERU IN SAN JUAN, 
PUERTO RICO, AND TO DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN OFFICERS OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE AND FOREIGN MINISTER DE LA FLOR ON 
THIS SUBJECT DURING HIS RECENT VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES. 
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- AS EXPLAINED IN THE EMBASSY'S NOTE NUMBER 223 OF 
MARCH 20, 1975, THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT MAINTAINS 
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NO RESPONSIBILITY UNDER INTERNATIONAL LAW FOR INDEMNIFI- 
CATION UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES SUCH AS THOSE INVOLVED IN THIS 
CASE. DESPITE THE ABSENCE OF ANY LEGAL LIABILITY ON THE 
PART OP THE UNITED STATES, HOWEVER, THE POSSIBILITY OP THE 
UNITED STATES PROVIDING AN EX GRATIA PAYMENT TO THE GOVERN- 
MENT OF PERU WAS DISCUSSED WITH MINISTER DE LA FLOR. 
REGRETTABLY, AT THE TIME OF THOSE DISCUSSIONS, THE 

DEPARTMENT HAD NOT FOCUSED UPON THE FACT THAT THE DAMAGED 
PROPERTY WAS THE PRIVATE RESIDENCE OF A UNITED STATES 
CITIZEN SERVING AS AN HONORARY CONSULAR OFFICER OP 
PERU, AND NOT PROPERTY BELONGING TO THE GOVERNMENT OF 
PERU. IT IS NOT THE POLICY OP THE UNITED STATES GOVERN- 
MENT TO INDEMNIFY UNITED STATES CITIZENS, EVEN ON AN 
EX GRATIA BASIS, FOR DAMAGE TO THEIR PRIVATE PROPERTY, 

MERELY BECAUSE THEY MAY SERVE AS AN HONORARY CONSULAR 
OFPICER OF A FOREIGN GOVERNMENT. ACCORDINGLY, THE 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT DOES NOT CONSIDER INDEMNICATION 
TO BE APPROPRIATE WITH RESPECT TO THE DAMAGES SUFPERED 
BY DR. PATINO. 

- COMPLIMENTARY CLOSE" 

3. PLEASE ADVISE AS TO DATE OP TRANSMISSION AND ANY 
REACTION YOU MAY RECEIVE PROM FOREIGN MINISTRY. INGERSOLL 
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